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For Immediate Release: July 26, 2011
TD IRIE MUSIC FESTIVAL: Supports Local Farmers Market 
 July 30, 31 & August 1 2011
www.iriemusicfestival.com
FREE!  THE FEELING IS IRIE!

http://iriemusicfestival.com/irie-green-initiative/local-food/
TD Irie Music Festival has always promoted the purchase of local foods, and for the second year in a row, a local Farmers Market will be set up for the duration of the festival. As food security issues are on the rise in the world, local food matters. It’s important that we support local farmers both rural and urban that are providing fresh, responsibly grown food with minimal carbon footprint. 

Irie Farmers Market
Once again, local farmers from the Afri-Can FoodBasket and FarmStart – McVean Incubator Farm Project will participate. TD Irie Music Festival has a great relationship with the Afri-Can FoodBasket, an organization dedicated to issues of food security in Toronto’s priority neighbourhoods for over 15 years.
Ujamaa Farmers
Currently in year three at the McVean Incubator Farm Project, the Ujamaa Farmers are a collective brought together by the Afri-Can FoodBasket to provide opportunities to community organizers to grow healthy fresh foods. The collective is made up of six farmers, growing a diverse array of vegetables common to the Caribbean, Africa and Canada. Foods such as callaloo, kale, mixed lettuce and many more will be available at the Irie Farmers Market.
PANEL DISCUSSIONS: 

The Green Job Market at 2 p.m:
 - Moderator: Dr. Sonya Graci, Ryerson University Professor at Ted Rogers School of Hospitality and Tourism Management; Director of Accommodating Green and Co-Founder, The Icarus Foundation 

- Panelist: Jason Steinberg, Founder of Carbon Foresight, which helps organizations measure and manage carbon emissions and develop opportunities for sustainable business.

- Panelist: Eva Musso, Green Project Team Lead, Ministry of the Environment

- Panelist: Rosemarie Powell, Assistant Executive Director Jane and Finch Community Centre
ITAL Living and Food Justice at 3 p.m:

- Moderator: Nene Kwasi Kafele (Nene Kwesi Detse I), Manoyam Matse (Chief of Youth Development) for Manyo Krobo (traditional area in the Eastern Region of Ghana). He is the first Torontonian and non-Krobo to be so honoured in the 500-year history of the region. http://pipl.com/directory/people/Kwasi/Kafele
 - Panelist: Malik Yakini, Chairperson for the Detroit Black Community Food Security Network and founder of D-Town Farm, one of the biggest urban farms in Detroit. The longtime activist has played a critical role in raising awareness about environmental and food justice issues in the city for nearly a decade.  Mr. Yakini is also the founder and principal of Nsoroma Institute, a K-8 African-centred charter school focusing on food security throughout the curriculum.  He has done presentations on “Food Security and Food Justice in the African-American Community” at numerous conferences throughout the United States. He is a member of the Michigan Food Policy Council and Chairman of the Detroit Food Policy Council.

http://partners.zoominfo.com/Search/ReferencesView.aspx?PersonID=248009733
- Panelist: Xola, founder and Executive Director of Afri-Can FoodBasket and food justice advocate.
- Panelist: Donisha Prendergast, star of the film Rasta: A Soul's Journey. 

The panelists will talk about their work in the food justice movement, food security and help bring an understanding as to why local food is vital.

The panelists will talk about how to be part of the growing green job market and the skill sets required. Learn about the emerging green economy and what you can do to participate and build skills that are transferable to green jobs.
PUBLIC INFORMATION: 905-799-1630

The TD IRIE Music Festival is a free event that celebrates music, dance, art, food and culture, providing an opportunity to promote a greater understanding between diverse cultures and traditions of Toronto – the world's most culturally diverse city.
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